
From: Mustian, Ben
To: Besley, Sharon
Cc: Bateman, Andrew; Rhaney, Donna L; Grube-Lybarker, Carri; Williams, Pamela; srpelche@santeecooper.com;

Wessinger-Hill, JoAnne; Ellison, Afton; PSC_Contact
Subject: RE: ND 2021-34-E
Date: Wednesday, December 1, 2021 2:14:17 PM
Attachments: Allowable Ex Parte--Act 90 For PSC.pdf

Sharon,
 
Attached, please find a pdf copy of the PowerPoint presentation ORS plans to use during
tomorrow’s allowable ex parte proceeding. We are planning to bring 10 paper copies with us
in case they are needed. I will send the PowerPoint file by separate email. Please let me know
if you need anything further in this regard.
 
Also, can you share with me the name of the person who will be certifying the proceeding?
 
Thanks!
 
Ben Mustian
 
From: Mustian, Ben 
Sent: Tuesday, November 30, 2021 9:04 AM
To: Besley, Sharon <sharon.besley@psc.sc.gov>
Cc: Bateman, Andrew <abateman@ors.sc.gov>; Rhaney, Donna L <DRhaney@ors.sc.gov>; Grube-
Lybarker, Carri <clybarker@scconsumer.gov>; Williams, Pamela
<pamela.williams@santeecooper.com>; srpelche@santeecooper.com; Wessinger-Hill, JoAnne
<JoAnne.Hill@psc.sc.gov>; Ellison, Afton <afton.ellison@psc.sc.gov>; PSC_Contact
<Contact@psc.sc.gov>
Subject: RE: ND 2021-34-E
 
Sharon,
 
My apologies, I forgot to add:
 
Donna L. Rhaney, Esquire
Staff Attorney, SC ORS
(803) 737-0609
drhaney@ors.sc.gov
 
From: Mustian, Ben 
Sent: Tuesday, November 30, 2021 9:01 AM
To: Besley, Sharon <sharon.besley@psc.sc.gov>
Cc: Bateman, Andrew <abateman@ors.sc.gov>; Rhaney, Donna L <DRhaney@ors.sc.gov>; Grube-
Lybarker, Carri <clybarker@scconsumer.gov>; Williams, Pamela
<pamela.williams@santeecooper.com>; srpelche@santeecooper.com; Wessinger-Hill, JoAnne
<JoAnne.Hill@psc.sc.gov>; Ellison, Afton <afton.ellison@psc.sc.gov>; PSC_Contact
<Contact@psc.sc.gov>
Subject: FW: ND 2021-34-E
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South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff  |South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff  |


The South Carolina Public Service 
Authority (“Santee Cooper”)
Allowable Ex Parte Briefing


Requested by the Public Service Commission
December 2, 2021
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The South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff (ORS) was created with the 


enactment of Act 175 in 2004.


About the ORS


The ORS represents consumers of investor-owned utilities in South Carolina before the 


Public Service Commission of South Carolina (PSC). The ORS must look at the impact 


to the consumer and utilities’ continued investment in reliable and high-quality services.
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Consumer Services Safety Transportation


ORS Responsibilities


Energy Office BroadbandTelecommunications
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Experience with Santee Cooper
Act 95: ORS Report to the Department of Administration
In 2019, the ORS performed an analysis to assist the Department of Administration with a determination of the rate 
base amount attributed to V.C. Summer Units 2 and 3 that were not used and useful.


Act 135: Monthly Reviews
In 2020, the ORS to conducted monthly reviews of Santee Cooper actions taken under Section 11 (E) of Act 135.


Reviewed over 10,000 pagesSubmitted 12 reports to Santee 
Cooper Oversight Committee


Completed 11
monthly reviews
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When considered necessary by the Executive 
Director of the ORS:


• Review, investigate, and make recommendations to 
the Santee Cooper Board of Directors regarding the 
rates charged and proposed


• Inspect, audit, examine, and make 
recommendations regarding electric services


• Investigate and examine the condition of 
generation, transmission, or distribution facilities


Retail rate schedules:
• Participate in proceedings for retail rate schedules 


changes before the Santee Cooper Board of 
Directors


• Issue comments on Santee Cooper’s Annual 
Pricing Report


Act 90: New ORS Responsibilities


Upon request of the PSC: 
• Make studies and recommendations to the PSC 


with respect to standards, regulations, practices, 
or electric service provided by Santee Cooper for 
matters within the PSC’s jurisdiction
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PSC


Integrated 
Resource Plan


Service Territory 
Changes


Major Utility 
Facility Siting


Acquisition of 
Major Utility 


Facility


Purchase Power 
Agreements


Competitive 
Procurement for 


Renewables


Act 90: New PSC Responsibilities
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Referenced Documents
1. Commission Directive Order No. 2021-592
2. Act 90
3. Act 175 in 2004
4. Act 95
5. Act 95 ORS Report
6. Act 135
7. Monthly Reviews under Act 135
8. Cook Settlement 
9. Act 258 in 2018


7



https://dms.psc.sc.gov/Attachments/Order/29ce9d9b-148b-4d37-91ef-c17555cee936

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess124_2021-2022/bills/3194.htm

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/CommitteeInfo/PublicUtilitiesReviewComm/2016PublicServiceCommissionScreeningInformation/Act%20175%20of%202004.pdf

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess123_2019-2020/bills/4287.htm

https://ors.sc.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/Regulatory/electricNaturalGas/Electricity/H.4287%20ORS%20Report%20and%20Attachments.pdf

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess123_2019-2020/bills/3411.htm

https://ors.sc.gov/regulated-utilities/electric-natural-gas/electric/sc-public-service-authority-santee-cooper

https://www.santeecooper.com/About/Increasing-Value/_pdfs/2020.03.17-Cook-Settlement-Agreement-and-Release-among-all-parties-Fully-executed-4821-1458-3735-v.1.pdf

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess122_2017-2018/bills/4375.htm
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Questions?
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Dawn Hipp


Chief Operating Officer


(803) 737- 0814
DHipp@ORS.SC.GOV
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Sharon,
 
Andrew forwarded me your email and asked me to respond. ORS will be in person on
Thursday and the following will be in attendance:
 
Dawn M. Hipp
Chief Operating Officer, SC ORS
(803) 737-0814
dhipp@ors.sc.gov
 
J. Findlay Salter, PE, PMP
Program Manager, SC ORS
(803)-737-5175
fsalter@ors.sc.gov
 
Ben Mustian
Deputy General Counsel, SC ORS
(803) 737-0898
bmustian@ors.sc.gov
 
Please let me know if you need anything further.

Ben Mustian
 
From: Besley, Sharon <sharon.besley@psc.sc.gov> 
Sent: Monday, November 29, 2021 4:31 PM
To: Bateman, Andrew <abateman@ors.sc.gov>; Hall, Roger <RHall@scconsumer.gov>; Grube-
Lybarker, Carri <clybarker@scconsumer.gov>; pamela.williams@santeecooper.com;
srpelche@santeecooper.com
Cc: Wessinger-Hill, JoAnne <JoAnne.Hill@psc.sc.gov>; Ellison, Afton <afton.ellison@psc.sc.gov>;
PSC_Contact <Contact@psc.sc.gov>
Subject: ND 2021-34-E
 
Good afternoon, Parties:
 
The purpose of this email is to touch base in preparation for the Thursday, December 2, 2021,
allowable ex parte briefing from ORS regarding its oversight of Santee Cooper (ND 2021-34-
E).   Would you please let us know whether you are going to appear at the briefing in person? 
 All parties are required to pre-register if you choose to participate virtually.   Would you
please also provide us with the contact information of the presenters, including name, title,
phone number, and email address?   Thank you in advance, Sharon Besley
 

 
Sharon Plyler Besley
Commission Attorney

Public Service Commission
State of South Carolina

sharon.besley@psc.sc.gov
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